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AltT. XXVIII_ Transactions of State Medical Societies. 

1. Transactions of the State Medical Society of Arkansas at its Fifth 

Annual Session. 8vo. pp. 120. Little Lock, 1880. 

2. Transactions of the Medical Association of Georgia. Augusta, 

April 21, 22, 23, 1880. 8vo. pp. 251. Atlanta, 1880. 

3. Proceedings of the Louisiana State Medical Association. New 

Orleans, March 31, April 1 and 2, 1880. 8vo. pp. 111. New 

Orleans, 1880. 

4. Transactions of the Mississippi State Medical Association . Vicks¬ 

burg, April 7, 8, and 0, 1880. 8vo. pp. 177. Jackson, 1880. 

5. Transactions of the A T cw Hampshire Medical Society. Concord, 

June, 1880. 8vo. pp. 1 13. Concord, 1880. 

G. Transactions of the South Carolina Medical Association. Colum¬ 
bia, April 20 and 21, 1880. 8vo. pp. xlviii. 57. Charleston, 

1880. 

7. Transactions of the J fedical Society of Virginia. Danville, Octo¬ 

ber 111-21, 1880. 8vo. pp. 2G2. Richmond, 1880. 

8. Transactions of the State Medical Society of Wisconsin for the 

Tear 1880. Vol. xiv., pp. 207. Milwaukee, 1880. 

1. The fifth annual session of the Arkansas Society was held at Little 
Rock, and in the opening address of welcome by l)r. A. L. Breysacher. 
Among the many gratifying signs of increasing importance and growth in 
tlie material prosperity of Little Rock, are fpioted the establishment of a 
medical school, and a medical journal, the Arkansas Medical Monthly , both 
of which received the endorsement of the Association. 

Dr. E. T. Dai.e, President of the Society, selected for his animal ad¬ 
dress the claims for recognition of medicine upon the government for 
encouragement and protection, and its dependence upon the intelligence of 
the community for its progress and perpetuity. In order to secure 
such recognition and appreciation it was urged that the profession should 
take a more active part in public allairs, and should he more interested in 
public legislation, as it is the duty of physicians, as citizens, to see that 
the interests of State Medicine are properly eared for. 

At the last meeting of this Society a State Board of Health was consti¬ 
tuted which subsequently received recognition and substantial aid from the 
National Board of Health; and at this session a Report on State Medicine 
by Dr. D. A. Lixtiiiccm, from the Committee on State Medicine, makes 
a very satisfactory report of the work of this Commission, and also upon 
the progress of sanitary science, with a statement of some, of its require¬ 
ments as applied to the' community, showing a just recognition of the 
claims of preventive medicine. 

Dr. J. B. Cummings contributed a short Account of the Yellow Fever 
as it appeared in Forrest City, Arkansas, during the Summer of 1879, in 
which a history of the epidemic is concisely stated, including a graphic clini¬ 
cal history of the disease, as well as some general remarks upon treatment. 
Although not contagious in its personal sense, the disease is eminently in¬ 
fectious under proper favourable conditions, and in the opinion of the re¬ 
porter “ the strict quarantine established by the aid of the National Board 
of Health was of incalculable benefit in preventing the spread of the dis¬ 
ease and lie strongly commends the plan of quarantining an infected 
district rather than the rest of the country. 
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In an article upon Expert Testimony without Compensation , Dr. J. II. 
Southall refers to a ease in which Dr. Breysacher and himself had been 
summoned by the defence to testify as experts without proper remunera¬ 
tion, in a case of whose facts they laid no knowledge, in which they suc¬ 
ceeded finally in obtaining a decision from Judge, Jacoway, holding that 
“ they could not be compelled to testify as experts unless paid as such.” 
As there had, heretofore, been no decision nor precedent concerning expert 
testimony in the State, this case becomes of importance to physicians prac¬ 
tising in Arkansas. 

A Case of Impassable Urethral Stricture relieved by External Perineal 
Urethrotomy is reported by K. R. Duval, M.D.; one of Fracture of the 
Coronoid Process of the Ulna by J. E. Bennett, M.D. ; Diabetes Melli- 
tus, by A. Dunlap, M.D. ; and one of SepliccEinic Poisoning and Mer¬ 
curial Eczema caused by wearing vulcanite plates for an artificial denture, 
by Titos. W. Ilut; lev, M.D. The case of diabetes occurred in a boy of 
eleven years and was well marked, it was treated with excellent results at 
first with calcium sulphide and iron, subsequently with sodium salicylate. 
Treatment lasted four months, during which period the diet was restricted. 
The amount of urine at the conclusion had fallen to the normal and did not 
contain an appreciable amount of sugar. 

Interesting papers were also read on Malarial Hecmaturia by G. B. 
Malone, M.I). ; Some Points in the Treatment of Pneumonia by J. B. 
S it in L e y, M.D. ; and on Scarlatina and its Analogues, Diphtheria, and 
Membranous Croup, by C. E. Xash, M.I)., which were carefully prepared, 
and the two latter especially tire of considerable scientific value as bear¬ 
ing particularly upon rational treatment. 

2. The Georgia volume of Transactions contains a number of in 
teresting practical papers that will repay perusal. 

Dr. RotJEtrr Battky, tinder the title of Scrofulous Diseases of the 
Joints Complicating Phthisis, reports a ease of a young man of 20 years, 
who suffered for nearly a year with suppurative inflammation of his left 
knee, and who presented the physical signs of consolidation of the left 
lung in the upper part of which a large cavity existed. Amputation was 
thought advisable, but was delayed by advice of a consultant on account 
of the advanced lung disease. Finally, the. patient called for amputation 
of the thigh to release him from the intolerable suffering from which 
opiates had ceased to yield him relief. Ilis condition was very unpro¬ 
mising, but the operation was performed in order to grant him euthanasia. 
Much to the surprise of his attendants, he made a rapid recovery ; the 
appetite and powers of assimilation returned ; his spirits improved, lie 
slept without opiates; and in one month was out of doors on crutches. 
A year afterwards he had grown fat, had lost his cough, and was appa¬ 
rently fully restored to health, so that lie was enabled to engage in busi¬ 
ness. After enjoying excellent health and leading an active out-door life 
for over three years after the operation, one day lie had an accidental tit 
of coughing while eating, which resulted in a fatal hemorrhage of the 
lungs. 

This case suggests discussion of the question, What is to be done with a 
scrofulous joint in consumptive subjects? Dr. Battey concludes that if 
there is a prospect of prompt healing of the stump amputation is the appro¬ 
priate remedy. If this cannot be hoped for, the only recourse is palliation 
by evacuating pus, extending and immobilizing the joint, and applying 
antiseptic dressings. 
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The consideration of this and other cases reported may perhaps eluci¬ 
date an obscure point in the pathology of phthisis. It is evident in many 
of these cases that the fault lies to a great extent in the insufficiency of 
the powers of nutrition ; primary and secondary assimilation being be¬ 
low par, and insufficient for the wants of the system, denutrition and 
wasting necessarily result. The question arises. If the ordinary means 
are insufficient to bring up the powers of assimilation to meet the demands 
of the body, would not reducing these exactions by a definite amount make 
the two factors more nearly correspond ? The common observation that 
after recovery from amputation of a large member, the patient ordinarily 
develops fat, would certainly favour the affirmative view; and strong sup¬ 
port of it is also apparently furnished by cases like those of Dr. llattev, even 
though it be admitted that the joint disease may have preceded the pulmo¬ 
nary deposit. This consideration will probably never lead any surgeon to 
amputate a limb in order to cure phthisis ; but, where a diseased joint 
brings up the question of operation, a certain amount of pulmonary disease 
would, if this view is correct, not merely be regarded as not a contra-indi¬ 
cation, but indeed as an additional reason for performing the operation ; 
for without it an unfavourable termination of the case may be regarded as 
almost inevitable. 

The same surgeon also reports a case of Ligation of the Common Carotid 
Artery in a man, for the relief of repeated hemorrhages following a deeply 
incised wound near the angle of the jaw in the subparotid space. Tendency 
to syncope following the loss of blood, and the tying of the artery, was 
noticed for several days. Facial paralysis also appeared but afterwards 
gradually subsided, and bis health was subsequently entirely restored. 

In A lieport of Forty-Two Cases of Uncomplicated Stricture of the 
Urethra , Dr. Wji. S. Armstrong gives a resume, of cases treated in bis 
own practice during the year, and strongly advocates gradual dilatation in 
preference to urethrotomy or divulsion in uncomplicated strictures, on 
account of the acknowledged greater safety and convenience to the pa¬ 
tient. Only two contingencies in uncomplicated strictures, in the mind of 
the author, would justify these operations, viz. : the resilient in the curved, 
and the irritable, and often resilient, stricture in the pendulous urethra. 
In dilating very narrow strictures, it is recommended to pass a filiform 
whalebone bougie and tie it in the urethra overnight.; in the morning one 
or two others may be passed by its side. This expedient will often enable 
the surgeon to overcome spasm in a tight stricture, before inserting a steel 
bougie. Of the forty-two strictures cured by dilatation, one patient, had a 
rigor with fever lasting a few hours, and another had a. slight swelling of 
one testicle twice. In every case the necessity for the systematic use of 
the sound was impressed upon the patient in order to secure permanency 
in the cure. 

The same writer contributes the notes of two cases of aneurism : first, 
a traumatic femoral following contusion with subsequent rupture and death, 
operation refused. The second, a popliteal, caused by ligation of the 
femoral. He also reports a case of compound fracture of the skull, with 
hemiplegia, followed by recovery, in a girl five years of age. 

The Ophthalmic use of Quinine and its 'Therapeutic Action is the com¬ 
bined subject discussed by Dr. A. Sibley Campbell, of Augusta, in 
connection with some ophthalmic operations and remarks on after-treat¬ 
ment. In a ease of cataract extraction (man, 45 years) a perfect result 
(V =|§ with a cataract glass) was obtained by a modified Graefe opera- 
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tion. A weak solution of ergot was used topically after the operation for 
the purpose of relieving conjunctival hyperasmia, and quinta, was admin¬ 
istered, fifteen grains a day at first, afterwards gradually withdrawn. In 
subsequently discussing the action of quiida upon the organism, he re¬ 
affirms the views of Dr. Robert Campbell published in 1858, that quinia 
primarily influences the circulation by causing contraction of the middle 
coat of the arteries, giving tone to vascular tissue, and preventing and 
dispersing engorgements, whether in the nerve centres or elsewhere ; that 
it does not exert any influence directly upon the nerve structures them¬ 
selves. This renders the agent of especial utility in all congestive disor¬ 
ders, and warrants its use after all surgical operations, including those 
upon the eye. Instillations of' atropia, and topical applications of ergot 
(H. ext. f 3 j, water f§vij), are also useful in reducing conjunctival irrita¬ 
tion, and hyperanum. 

Dr. P. L. Un.sMAX, of Albany, reported a Case of Double Ovariotomy 
with Antiseptic Precautions, death occurring on the nineteenth day from 
tetanus. The abdominal viscera were found in excellent condition at the 
autopsy ; the pedicles, having been tied with silk ligature and cut short, 
were found encysted in an organized mass ; not the least evidence of in¬ 
flammation existed. The case, at first, did well after the operation, the 
temperature not going above 100°, but exposure to cold by an open window 
brought on the fatal attack of tetanus. The tumour had been growing for 
several years, and had been tapped several times. On one of these occa¬ 
sions, the patient was found to be pregnant, but she went, on to full term, the 
growth of the tumour being much retarded. The operator attributes this 
influence upon development to the pressure of the gravid uterus, and 
recommends trials of systematic pressure in such growths. We cannot 
help calling attention in this connection to the remarkable results reported 
by Dr. Addinell Ilewson from the treatment of uterine fibroids and fibro¬ 
cystic growths by applications of earth, at the last meeting of the Ameri¬ 
can Medical Association. 

Some Disorders of the Genito- Urinary Organs, often Mis-named 
Spermatorrhoea, is the title of an interesting paper by Dr. Jxo. Thai). 
Johnson of Atlanta, in which he calls attention to the great rarity of true 
spermatorrhoea; and the means of recognizing and treating hypera'.sthesia 
of the neck of the bladder, stricture of membranous urethra, prostatitis, 
and vesical catarrh which are most frequently confounded with the disease 
in question. 

Dr. Ciias. W. Hickman of Augusta read an essay upon Amblyopic 
Affections, their Value in General Practice, in which the status of 
amaurosis and amblyopia is defined and their relation to tobacco-poison¬ 
ing, urmmia, optic neuritis following traumatism or exhausting diseases 
pointed out. 

Dr. J. McIntosh, of Thomasville, presented a Deport of Seventeen 
Cataract Operations with Remarks: in all but four, good vision was ob¬ 
tained. lie gives the preference to Boer's knife, the corneal incision, 
with iridectomy, and incision of the capsule at its periphery; using 
atropia instillations daily after the operation. 

Dr. G. F. WiusEX, under the title of Report of the Section on Gynae¬ 
cology for the Ninth Congressional District, communicates a single case 
of dystocia from deformed pelvis ( '2\ inches transversely at the outlet) 
where after delivery by the forceps of a still-born child at full term, the 
patient was permitted to again proceed to full term without interference 
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although under the reporter’s care from the seventh month. It appears from 
the report that after labour had set in on the second occasion the vigorous 
efforts of the uterus were supplemented “by two or three doses of the fluid 
extract of ergot,” finally, by the aid of a lever made from an old spoon, in 
about three hours a living child was born, the forceps not having been 
applied for fear of destroying the child! The mother died—not, as might 
have been anticipated, from rupture of the uterus—but of exhaustion 
after several severe hemorrhages. There was no autopsy reported, and 
no information as to whether the hemorrhage was caused by a laceration 
of the cervix or not. 

3. The first paper in the Louisiana. Proceedings is the address by the 
President. Dr. J. W. Dupree considered the advantages arising from 
medical organization, and urges the importance of knowledge of public and 
personal hygiene. The annual oration was delivered by the Rev. Dr. 
liugli Miller Thompson, who dwelt particularly upon the value of high 
personal character in the physician as the basis of true success. 

The Standing Committee on State Medicine reported, through Dr. S. 
E. Chaille, several new provisions in the interests of State Medicine pro¬ 
posed for the Constitution of Louisiana; amongst others to re-organize and 
render more efficient the State Board of Health. 

Dr. T. G. Richardson presented a report on Hydrophobia, based upon 
53 cases collected by him by correspondence with physicians in the State, 
both city and country. More than half the patients were bitten during 
the hot season, white and black were affected in about the proper numerical 
proportion, in every case the disease was traced to dog-bites, the animals 
being usually of the smaller and more common varieties. The average 
incubation was about six to eight weeks, shortest four days, the duration of 
disease from one day to two weeks. In 45 cases no application, whatever, 
had been made to the wound with a view to cauterization; in one the 
wound had been excised and cauterized, in others nitrate of silver or ammo¬ 
nia had been used. In not a single case was nitric acid, the alkaline caustics, 
or the hot iron employed. In two the hair of the dog had been applied. 
Special medication was mentioned in 28 of the cases, three-fourths of which 
number took opium, chloroform, chloral, or bromide of potassium, in 
others ntropia, and woornra were, also used, without any benefit. In another 
series including twenty cases where persons had been bitten by rabid ani¬ 
mals free cauterization by nitrate of silver (11), hot iron (1), hot iron and 
carbolic acid (1), iodine (3), and in four where the wound was excised as 
well as cauterized, all the. patients escaped. This interesting report also 
contains a statement of the clinical points of the cases mentioned in tabu¬ 
lar form. 

Dr. II. H. Day communicates a. case of incised wound of the abdomen 
with protrusion of intestines. The parts presenting were washed and re¬ 
turned, the wound closed with sutures, a compress wet with whiskey 
applied, and by laudanum given by the mouth he obtained perfect quietude 
of the patient. The compress was removed on the sixth day and parts 
were found united by first intention. The patient completely recovered, 
in spite of the fact that the original injury (stab with a penknife) had 
made a gash two inches long in the greater curvature of the stomach, 
which was returned into the abdominal cavity without ligaturing, trusting 
to the roller and compress to maintain coaptation. 

Dr. A. IV. De Roaldes advocates the use of Cold Douche in Alc/id and 
Choleriform Pernicious Fever, being guided by the clinical thermometer. 
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Dr. M. Sciiuppekt presented a review of the Discussion on Morbus 
Co.rarins at the International Medical Congress in Philadelphia, in 1876, 
in which some of the assertions made at that memorable meeting are 
criticized and apparently not without justice; those who are especially 
interested in the views there enunciated will peruse with interest this very 
readable critique. 

4. The thirteenth annual meeting of the Mississippi Association was 
held at Vicksburg. The President., Dr. E. P. Sale, selected for his topic 
The Duties tee owe Our Women, and discussed some hygienic and physio¬ 
logical questions, whose influence upon the health of mothers, and in¬ 
directly upon the future development of the race render them of paramount 
importance. 

Reports of recent advances in surgery and obstetrics, and a short notice 
of new remedies appear. Dr. Piiares recommends Ascyrum Crnx-An- 
drece for Pertussis , a variety of St. John’swort, first used by physicians 
during the exigencies of the war, which caused many experiments to be 
made with indigenous plants. After using it tentatively at first, he found 
that it gave great relief in whooping-cough, and he subsequently had em¬ 
ployed it in many cases, he had not heard of a single fatal case; it appears 
to cut off the morbid process in a few days. A strong recent infusion of 
the leaves and tops was employed. 

Two papers on 1 hemorrhagic Malarial Fever are contributed, the first 
by Dr. J. 41. Grekx, under the title of Malarial ffeematuria, and the 
other by Dr. B. F. Kittrki.L, being the report of a case of l/cemorrhagic 
Malarial Fever; both being valuable clinical contributions to this inter¬ 
esting topic. 

Dr. C. A. Rice read a short paper on the Treatment of Wounds, in 
which he expresses the opinion that in incised wounds the carbolic acid 
spray may prevent primary union; recommending in preference accurate 
coaptation and hermetically sealing. In penetrating wounds, on the other 
hand, this method is not recommended, but the wound should be allowed 
to remain open for drainage. 

A number of reports of clinical cases of more or less interest conclude 
this interesting and well-printed volume; we notice, however, an unusual 
number of typographical errors, which indicate want of careful revision 
by the Publication Committee. 

5. The present volume of the New Hampshire Transactions contains 
beside the annual address of the President four essays which are all 
interesting; we incline to the opinion, however, from the internal evidence 
that the chief motive of the meeting was (esthetic and social rather than 
severely scientific. The President, Dr. Thomas W. Puav, of Dover, 
selected for his theme the Etiology, or Nature, Causes, etc., of Diphtheria, 
and under the latter part of his title includes the historical resume, patho¬ 
logical anatomy, clinical history, differential diagnosis with croup, and the 
treatment both prophylactic and clinical. In regard to etiology, diphtheria 
is looked upon as being due to a special poison, which is communicable, 
and associated with the development of micrococci in the body with the 
proviso that the latter maybe the attendants and not the specific cause. 
Tender age, atmospherical influences and filth are all predisposing causes. 
The author recommends that the word croup be reserved as the name of 
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a symptom, and that laryngeal diphtheria be substituted where there is a 
false membrane and evidence of constitutional disease. 

Dr. William Tiiayer Smith discusses the phenomena of Suspended 
Animation, and sums up his conclusions as follows :— 

1. “That in the higher animals absolute suspension of all the vital functions 
never takes place except in death. In sleep, hibernation, catalepsy, and narco¬ 
tism, which are the nearest approach to suspended animation, vital action may 
always be detected. 

2. “ That the question whether in any organism, vegetable or animal, life ever 
continues when its functions arc absolutely suspended, is not settled. But some 
facts seem to indicate that there may be latent life without functional activity.” 

D. F. A. Stillings contributes an article on Melancholia and its Con¬ 
nection with Ancient and Modern Suicides , whose scope is well set forth in 
the title. The condition of melancholia should always be considered as 
suicidal, and appropriate moral treatment adopted. In ministering to the 
mind diseased the attention is primarily directed to the bowels, as in¬ 
activity of the intestines is very frequently a prominent feature. Tonics 
and persistent feeding with nourishing food, aided by cod-liver oil, and 
strychnia, phosphorus, and bark, are most efficient. 

Two unusual surgical operations. Ligation of the Common Carotid , and 
Exsection of the Inferior Dental Nerve, are reported bv Prof. L. B. How, 
with success in each case. The ligation was performed for the relief of 
hemorrhage following subcutaneous rupture of a large cirsoid aneurism of 
the temporal region and forehead. Why the main trunk was tied in 
preference to the external branch is not stated. 

G. The Presidential address before the South Carolina. Association by 
Dr. F. M. Robertson is a scholarly and temperate consideration of some 
of the fundamental assumptions involved in the hypothesis of evolution, and 
their failure to meet the requirements of science indicated, whether it con¬ 
cerns the nebular hypothesis, abiogenesis, and not a few of the various forms 
of fallacy that have been enunciated in connection with protoplasm. Dar¬ 
win’s “Descent of Man,” in the second volume, contains a postscript stating 
that some of his former statements had been based upon an error, and in 
another place states “A brief summary will be sufficient to recall to the 
reader’s mind the more salient points in this work. Many of the views which 
have been advanced are highly speculative and some no doubt will prove 
erroneous.” The essayist adds, “ These admissions are sufficient in them¬ 
selves to discredit Mr. Darwin’s hypothesis, and place his ‘ Descent of 
Man’ beyond (lie pale of scientific productions.” 

Three cases of Epileptiform Convulsions Successfully Treated by 
Hypodermic Injections of Sulphate of Atropia are communicated by 
Thomas Legark, M.D. The cases were all acute, one following injury 
of supra-orbital nerve, the others associated with menstrual disorder. The 
rather large dose administered was (gr. ) repeated morning and evening, 
and continued from ten days to two weeks. 

Interesting cases of analysis in arsenical poisoning (following the method 
of Otto) and in morphia poisoning, were communicated by Dr. C. U. 
Sheppard, the analyses having been made by H. D. Geddings, a medi¬ 
cal student, who also contributed a good Analysis of a Jliliury Calculus. 

Reports of Executive Committee of Board of Health and from the 
State Board of Health are also included in this interesting volume, of 
transactions. 
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7. In the Virginia Transactions two addresses and four volunteer 
papers appear, together with some discussions upon impromptu topics and 
a report on medical progress. 

Dr. IIenkt Latiiam, in his presidential address, considers some topics 
of more than local interest. The relationship of medical organization and 
medical progress was first taken up, from whence he naturally passed to the 
need of establishing a fully equipped Board of Health. Although permis¬ 
sion had been granted by the Legislature to establish such a board, it was 
practically annulled by the condition that the State should be put to no 
expense in its support! Which would intimate that the representatives 
of the people did not know anything about sanitary science, and cared still 
less. Evidence of the want of appreciation of the services of medical men 
in Virginia is also shown by Dr. Latham, by quotations from the law permit¬ 
ting a court to engage a physician to attend prisoners in its jail, and for 
this service “ to make him a reasonable allowance not. exceeding seventy- 
five cents a day for each day he attends a patient.” Twenty-five dollars 
is the extreme compensation to any physician or analytical chemist “for 
making an analysis to discover poison in any criminal case.” In com¬ 
menting upon the debased legal status of medical practitioners as com¬ 
pared with that of lawyers, the author says :— 

“ I am personally aware of a case in which a law fee of §5000 was awarded a 
lawyer for writing a will. A fee of this magnitude would not have been allowed 
for medical attendance upon the lawyer’s family for a full quarter of a century, 
yet the court thought it a reasonable charge. But the Legislature made up 
mostly of lawyers thinks seventy-five cents a day for a visit to prisons, and 
twenty-five dollars for a chemical analysis for suspected poison requiring days and 
perhaps weeks of labour, a very liberal fee for one of the disciples of Aesculapius.” 

In order that physicians as a class may make a better figure on the 
witness stand, the medical colleges are called upon to teach medical juris¬ 
prudence instead of allowing it as at present to remain an empty title in 
the annual announcement; on the part of the profession, it is recommended 
to make this department a serious specialty. After enumerating some 
other grievances of physicians in Virginia, Dr. Latham, in turn, congratu¬ 
lated the society upon the fact that the two medical schools in Virginia 
had adopted a compulsory three years’ course prior to graduation. 

The Status of the Medical Profession of Virginia is also considered in 
a volunteer paper presented by Dr. Ttios. J. Riddei.l. It certainly can¬ 
not be very high, judged from its legal standing at least, any one being 
allowed to practise medicine by paying a license-fee of ten dollars; 
“ nevertheless, the law requires a barkeeper to establish a good character 
before he can obtain license,” to pursue bis business. Certainly it is full 
time that doctors in the Old Dominion paid some attention to polities. 

In a Report on Advances in Practice of Medicine, Dr. G. W.w. Semple, 
in referring to the treatment of hepatic abscess by aspiration, spoke of his 
own case, in which after two years of suffering and ill-health a hepatic abscess 
had opened spontaneously into the colon ; be believed that his long illness 
might have been saved by timely aspiration as recommended by Ham¬ 
mond. Among new remedies, be mentions the hypodermic injection of 
the salts of quinia, particularly the hydrobromate of quinia in the treat¬ 
ment of intermittents. Less of the agent is required when given in this 
way, and it acts with equal certainty and more promptness in aborting 
chills. In using morphia and atropia hypodermically, the reporter ad¬ 
ministers by the mouth hydrobromic acid with much success, to avert the 
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distressing nausea and vomiting, which occurs in some patients. This 
idiosyncrasy he explains on the supposition that morphia may be con¬ 
verted into apomorphia in the blood of these cases. He also suggests the 
employment of the hydrobromate in preference to the sulphate of morphia. 
In hemorrhagic malarial fever he used atropia (gr. T J- iJ to 3 ’g) hypoder¬ 
mically, every eight or twelve hours according to the severity of the case. 
Gelsemium, given in full doses (gtt. xx-x! of the fluid extract) in neural¬ 
gia and muscular rheumatism was used with excellent results, repeated 
every two or four hours until physiological effects begin to appear. A 
case of great prostration, collapse, and pains in the hack and extremities 
following a spider bite , was completely relieved by intra-venous injection 
of aqua ammonia' ( npxv) within a few minutes. 

The Practical Hearing of Recent Advances in Cerebral Localization 
and Cerebral Thermometry , especially as regards the diagnosis of cortical 
injuries and the application of the trephine, was presented in an interest¬ 
ing communication by Wm. C. Dabney, M.D., illustrated by several dia¬ 
grams, containing a summary of the present state of our knowledge of this 
subject, more especially following the monograph of Lucas-Champion- 
liiere on “ La Trepanation Guidee par les Localisations Ccrebrales.” Over 
a superficial collection of pus it is almost certain that there would be an 
elevation of surface temperature. 

In a volunteer paper entitled Some Remarks about a Common Func¬ 
tioned Eye Trouble , Dr. Jos. A. White communicates some very practi¬ 
cal and interesting facts in regard to asthenopia and its causes. 

In a general discussion upon Summer Complaint of Infants, the char¬ 
acter of cholera infantum as a distinct disorder, connected with high 
temperature, was generally agreed upon ; in the treatment calomel or 
bismuth in considerable doses were equally endorsed ; mild counter-ir¬ 
ritation to the spine and abdomen were also recommended, with a diet con¬ 
sisting only of milk and lime-water (condensed milk preferred by some) 
or chicken-tea, but above all the importance of it change of air to the 
mountains or seashore was insisted upon. Subsequently tonics and mild 
astringents might be needed as sometimes in true cholera. 

In a volunteer paper on New Remedies Dr. C'n as. It. Cullen discusses 
the value of Viburnum prunifolium in uterine hemorrhage and threatened 
abortion, Cascura sagrado in constipation, Berberis aquifolium in syphilis 
and scaly disorders of the skin, and Cereus Bonplandii in cardiac embar¬ 
rassment and dyspiuea. 

<8. Honour to Medical Men was the title of the presidential address before 
the Wisconsin Society, delivered by Dr. John G. Meaciiem, Sr., of 
ltacine, in which he dilated upon the devotion and self-sacrificing char¬ 
acter of physicians’ labours, which appear most conspicuously in times of 
public peril during the prevalence of an epidemic. 

Dr. S. Marks contributed some Suggestions in Antiseptic Surgery, 
more particularly in the details of its application to major amputations. 

Dr. N. Sknn read a contribution to our knowledge of Fracture of the 
Rim of the Acetabulum based on the reports of twenty-seven cases, with 
experiments upon the cadaver, in which the anatomy of the articulation 
and the pathology of this rare form of injury are briefly considered. In 
treatment, a fixed dressing after reduction is recommended, or if not enough 
of the rim of the acetabulum is left to prevent reluxation by muscular con¬ 
traction, permanent extension and fixation are necessary. Some experi- 
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merits upon the cadaver led to the conclusion that fractures through tlie 
floor of tlie acetabulum are more apt to occur than simple fractures of the 
rim, they require a less degree of violence to produce them, and their 
greater mortality is attributable to co-existing visceral lesions rather than 
to the increased amount of bone injury. 

A case of Fracture of the Superior Maxilla , in which an interdental 
splint of hard rubber was successfully used, was reported by I)r. J. F. 
PuiTctiAttn, and the details of application explained. The case was one 
of compound fracture caused by the crush of a horse’s foot; healing was 
completed in about four weeks. 

Uterine J/emorrhaye in its various forms, but more particularly the 
forms incident upon pregnancy, are discussed by Dr. G. F. Hunt, 
and the appropriate methods of treatment are considered under each 
head. In the treatment of accidental hemorrhage in the eighth or ninth 
month, where the flow of blood is constant, the uterine pains weak and 
ineffectual, and the patient’s strength much exhausted, the author strongly 
recommends perforating the head and introducing the hook, and generally 
succeeds in saving the patient. This in some parts of the world would 
he considered as rather heroic, and to be adopted only in extreme emer¬ 
gency, when the. loss of the child is beyond question. A\ e would invite 
Dr. Hunt’s attention to the admirable consideration of the subject in Dr. 
King’s paper on l’laccnta Prtcvia contained in the Indiana State Medical 
Society’s Transactions for 1871). Four other obstetrical papers were 
presented ami are included in this volume. One on Version or Forceps 
in Pelves Furrowed in the Conjnyate Din meter, bv Dr. Geo. Ski LEU 
(giving a very lair consideration of the present status of this important 
question), and the other on Presentation of the Funis , with notes of ten 
cases by Dr. J. G. Me.uiikm, Jr. 

An interesting article on Acute Anterior Poliomyelitis (or Infantile 
Paralysis) with a report of three cases in children is contributed by 
Dr. J.vs. Dohi.anp, in which the clinical features of the cases (which all 
occurred in one family) are clearly detailed, with some remarks upon treat¬ 
ment, in which electricity and cod-liver oil prominently appear. 

A case of Medullary Cancer of the Left Kidney , with involvement of 
surrounding viscera, was reported by Dr. Geo. M. Steele, with some 
remarks upon the pathology and course of this malignant form ot growth. 
It is remarkable that in these cases ura-mic symptoms are never observed. 

The present volume is handsomely printed on extra paper, and the 
clear typography greatly enhances the pleasure ot reading this exceedingly 
practical and more than usually valuable series of [tapers. 1‘. M • 


Alt. XXIX _ Du Rheiimatisine. Chronique Xouenr ties Knfanfs et de 

son Traitement. Par le. Dr. Moxoonvo, Membro de 1’Academic. Im- 
periale de Melecine de l!io de Janeiro. Traduit de Portugal.® ct 
annote par le Dr. Malkiac de Bordeaux. 8vo. pp. 148. Paris: 
Octave Doin, 1880. 

On Chronic Xndu/ar Rheumatism in Children and its Treatment. By 
Dr. Moncokvo. 

CniiONiC nodular rheumatism occurring in children forms the subject 
of a monograph which was submitted to the Societe do Medccine et de 



